Shakespeare's Sonnets

least six for that of the " rival poet." The
amount of incidental information brought to
light by all their supporters has been enormous ;
even Baconian research has a silver lining.
But nothing near proof has ever been produced.
The " Dark Lady " remains in the dark, and
under " W. H.V3 dedication, as under Junius'
title, the motto " Stat nominis umbra " must
still be written.

Possibly the mystery will never be solved.
But even if it were, a greater mystery remains,
and one that envelopes the Plays as well as
the Sonnets. It is the greatest of all Shake-
spearean mysteries; far greater than the
mystery, so obsessing to the Baconians, of
how " the drunken illiterate clown of Strat-
ford " could have known so much law, gram-
mar, and classical mythology. Why was the
greatest of all poets so seemingly careless about
the perpetuation of his texts; why did he
apparently take no steps to get the bulk of
his work published or even to correct the
corrupt versions that did get published I
Why, in an age when everybody rushed into
print, did he leave his manuscripts about to
die or precariously survive like foundlings ?
In any case, had he never said a word about
his art himself, this would have been inexplic-
able, in the light of what we know of human
nature and the nature of poets. But, apart
from that, there is plenty of quite indisput-
able detailed evidence that he who envied
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